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Abstract

Abstract

In Chinese dialects, besides total reduplication and partial reduplication, there is a special kind
of reduplication, which is discontinuous reduplication. In discontinuous reduplication, the
reduplicant and the base is separated by one or two syllables, which do not have any meaning.
Some of the discontinuous reduplication are base generated, others are derived through changes of
total reduplication. The semantic function of discontinuous reduplication is augmentation, often
having pejorative and vulgar flavor. The semantic feature of discontinuous reduplication is related
to its formal features which is the lengthened phonological form and uneven rhythm. Discontinuous
reduplication occurred in the dialects whose reduplication strategy is well developed. The existence

of discontinuous reduplication indicates that morphological reduplication is prominent in Chinese.

Key Words: Reduplication; Discontinuous reduplication; Typology; Chinese dialect
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